22                    NON-VIOLENCE IN   PEACE AND WAR

of objections were taken to this line of argument. There was,
it was contended, a world of difference between the
Indians and the English. We were slaves and they were
masters. How could a slave co-operate with a master in the
hour of the latter's need? Was it not the duty of the slave,
seeking to be free, to make the master's need his opportunity ?
This argument failed to appeal to me then. I knew the
difference of status between an Indian and an Englishman,
but I did not believe that we have been quite reduced to
slavery. I felt then that it was more the fault of individual
British officials than of the British system, and that we
could convert them by love. If we would improve our
status through the help and co-operation of the British, it
was our duty to win their help by standing by them in
their hour of need. Though the system was faulty, it did
not seem to me to be intolerable, as it does today. But
if, having lost my faith in the system, I refuse to
co-operate with the British Government today, how could
those friends then do so, having lost their faith not only in
the system but in   the   officials as well?

The opposing friends |jfelt that that was the hour for
making a. bold declaration of Indian demands and for
improving the status of Indians.

I thought that England's need should not be turned into
our opportunity, and that it was more becoming and far-
sighted not to press our demands while the war lasted.
I therefore adhered to my advice and invited those who
would to enlist as volunteers. There was good response,
practically all the provinces and all the religions being re-
presented among the volunteers.

I wrote a letter to Lord Crewe, acquainting him with
these facts, and expressing our readiness to be trained for
ambulance work, if that should be considered a condition
precedent to the acceptance of our offer.

Lord Crewe accepted the offer after some hesitation,
and thanked us for having tendered our services to the
Empire at that critical hour.

The volunteers began their preliminary training in
first aid to the wounded under the well-known Dr. Cantlie.